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Chaz Mena just finished playing his dream role: “Tevya” in Fiddler on the Roof for 
Arizona Jewish Theatre Company in Phoenix. Earlier this year, he premiered The Boy From 
Russia by Susie Westfall at Actors’ Playhouse in Coral Gables, FL. OFF-BROADWAY: 
Nominated for an ACE Awards for his work in Becoming Bernarda, a prequel to Lorca’s 
House of Bernarda Alba and for his work as a repertory member of Spanish Repertory. Other 
NY credits include Puerto Rican Traveling Theatre; The Flea Theatre; INTAR; American Place 
Theatre and The Cherry Lane Theatre. REGIONAL: Centerstage in Baltimore, Arena Stage in 
Washington, D.C., Cleveland Playhouse, Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park, Ínter-Act Theatre in 
Philadelphia, Eugene O’Neill Theater Center, San Diego Repertory Theatre, Theatre Virginia, 
Coconut Grove Playhouse, City Theatre, and Arizona Jewish Theatre. FILM & TELEVISION: 
Greatest Musical Ever (lead), Palomino Club  (lead), Muñeca (lead), Miami Rhapsody, Ace 
Ventura, Miami Hustle, and both recurring and guest roles on Third Watch, Law & Order, 
Tracey Takes On, Wise Guys and Miami Vice. Chaz holds an MFA in Drama from Carnegie-
Mellon University and a BA in English Literature from Barry University in South Florida. Visit 
www.chazmena.com for more information. 
 
Andy Guthrie is a composer, singer, pianist, and guitarist in New York City.  He has 
recorded and produced three albums:  least common denominator (1999), 1616 Burdette (2001) 
and Milk and Waste (2005).  An unheard of mix of British pop, folk and jazz, Andy Guthrie’s 
music is at the same time passionate and controlled, sincere and sophisticated, vibrant and 
cynical.  For more on Andy, see www.andyguthrie.com. 

 
  
 

  
 

“Charla,” a Chat with José Martí 
�

A monologue written & performed for the Roads Schol ars Program of the 
Florida Humanities Council by Chaz Mena, set to ori ginal music by Andy 

Guthrie. This piece is performed in English. � 
�

October 13th, 7:30 pm. Bush Auditorium, Rollins College 
 

Sponsored by the Latin American and Caribbean Studies Program (LACS) 
and the Hispanic Studies Program at Rollins College 



 Step back to November 25, 1891… 
 
…and meet Cuban poet, journalist, publicist, and revolutionary, José Martí. Invited by to 
speak to Cuban exiles in Ybor City, near Tampa, Martí is struggling to craft a speeh that 
will inspire his fellow countrymen to support the cause that his defined his life—Cuba 
Libre... 
 
While some Tampeños look to him as an aspiring leader of Cuba’s struggle for 
independence from Spain, others see him as nothing but a northern dandy with no 
leadership qualities to speak of.  Martí lives in exile in New York City, but aspires to 
foster a grass-roots movement needed for a definitive effort to free Cuba. Time is running 
out for the Cuban Independence Movement, demoralized after losing a genocidal war 
thirteen years before. Since then, subsequent attempts have failed miserably due to poor 
planning and rash, impulsive uprisings. 
 
Martí must inspire his people, enjoying a peaceful and lucrative life in Florida, to risk it all 
in a unified effort to free their land. They must first plan, and then work for the 
unthinkable: Cuba Libre . “Charla…” Spanish for “a chat,” allows us to begin to 
appreciate the challenges Martí faced in jump-starting the Cuban Revolution against 
Spain—a first step towards achieving a just society in Cuba.  
 
Running time is 40 minutes, followed by an open forum wherein Dr. Martí will answer 
your questions. 
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José Martí Timeline 
 

1853  Born in Havana, Cuba. 
 

1869 Arrested and sentenced to hard labor in  Cuba at age 16. 
     

1871  Exiled to Spain, publishes his damning exposé of the Spanish prison 
system in Cuba, El Presidio Politico en Cuba. 

 
1874 Martí obtains a Bachelor of Civil and Canon Law and a Doctoral Degree 

of Philosophy and Humanities, “Universidad de Zaragoza.” 
 

1875   Martí arrives in Mexico City and is reunited with his family. Conditions 
in Cuba, brought about by the Ten Years’ War, results in 200,000 deaths 
and economic ruin. 

 
1877 Moved to Guatemala, was appointed Professor of French, English, 

Italian and German Literature at “La Escuela Normal Central de 
Guatemala.” 

 
1878 Returned to Cuba at the end of the Ten Years’ War following the Cuban 

defeated by the Spanish. Son José Francisco is born in Havana. 
 

1880 Moved to New York City where the Cuban Revolutionary Committee 
resolved to make Martí one of its directors.   

 
1882  Martí published Ismaelíllo, a book of poems dedicated to his son. 

 
1884  Wrote to General Máximo Gomez explaining that he was withdrawing 

his support for revolutionary activities fearing that success may lead to 
military dictatorship in Cuba. 

 
1889  Published a Vindication for Cuba,  a letter replying to two, anti-Cuban 

articles that had appeared in the U.S. press. 
 
1890   Founded La Liga with Rafael Serra, a school dedicated to the 

advancement of Afro-Cubans and Puerto Ricans. 
 
1891  Versos Sencillos is published. Traveled to Florida to give his legendary 

speeches for Cuban exiles in Tampa and Ybor City. 
 

1892  First visit to Key West. The Cuban Revolutionary Party is created. First 
issue of Patria, the CRP’s organ newspaper, was  published. Reconciled 
with General Máximo Gomez. 

 
1894   Visited Costa Rica and exchanged views with Flor Crombét, Generals 

Antonio and José Macéo concerning war preparations. 
 

1895  Landed with Gomez and a small group of revolutionaries in Eastern 
Cuba as the war of Cuban Independence begins. Killed May 19, by a hail 
of bullets in Dos Rios, Cuba.  


